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(-F::) A FILGRIMAGE TO THE OLD FAITHFUL

By Chow-Soon Chuang Ju

My husband and I started a twelve-day journey from Dulles Airport
on July 27, 1987. We visited Boise, Idaho, and then we met our children
at Denver, Colorado, and rented a car to tour the Garden of the Gods near
Colorado Springs as a prelude. Our destinations were Grand Teton National

Park and Yellowstone National Park. My impression of the Whole trip is

what a vast wilderness we still have!

The land that I had seen in Idaho was a panorama of the continuous
rust on the hills, lavas and craters like those of the moon. Once in a
while, there were a few houses in the wilderness. Several small towns
did come out to greet the lonely travellers every fifty or sixty miles.
Whenever we saw some green spots we saw the interesting irrigation systems
spreading water to the alfalfa, forage of cattle; some irrication systems
were built on the ground while others were built to stand in the open air.
They sprinkled water in various patterns, and they were beautiful art
works of the ranchers. I wonder if people would invest time and money

to build more irrigation systems in the vast western states, the desert

land could and should become pasture.

Boise, Idaho's capital city, pronounced as Boy-See, derived its
name from the early French trapper's expression: "Les Bois," meaning

"The Woods," a sign of hope to those exhausted trappers.

The Boise Museum of History exhibited the history of Chinese gold
miners. There was evidently a "China Town" one hundred years ago, and

it probably was destroyed by the anti-Chinese forces in 1882 when the
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Congress was passing the Chinese Exclusion Act prohibiting Chinese laborers
to enter this country. The Act was enforced, until 1934. The Idaho Supreme
Court however expressed a different attitude in some civil cases from 1882-
1902, through several judges who refused to treat the Chinese as racially

or culturally inferior. I learned the Indians had taken the »Trail of Tears"
Lo leave their old territory; likewise, these Chinese gold miners had lived
in a "Town of Hardship" during their migrations. We all came from a long
way. Will the western states be somewhere people can tolerate each other

and make the land useful? The vast western wilderness means a lot to all

of us!

The Garden of the Gods was once a temple of the Indians. We saw many
crimson rocks in various shapes standing at different places. Their strik-
ing color and fine poses attracted us from afar. As I venerated these red
cliffs, I remembered the ancient Chinese teaching: "We should keep the

\

deities at a distance but respect them."

The journey from Denver to the Grand Teton was indeed as the Governor
of Wyoming, Mike Sullivan, had said: "... You will find friendship arcund
each turn on the road. It flourishes in our farms, and ranches. It lives
in the cities and towns...." I was touched by the unbounded prairies and

a road
the immeasurable ranges under the rosy skies. Once we readAsign indicating
that the upcoming town had population of five; we shouted:"Five!?" Before
our trip, we had hesitated to reserve a motel room in a town of one

thousand population; now we understood a town with population of two or

three digits is pretty common in Wyoming.
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Uron our arrival at Jackson Hole, we stopped to view those remote
but superior ranges of Teton Mountains. Though the nine-million-year-
0ld Grand Teton, the highest range among the others, exceeds 13,000 feet,
it is a baby of the Rocky Mountains which were born fifty million years
ago. Here I found the spires of the Tetons, the exact shape of Chinese

character AN\ , which denotes mountains.

Hugh Crandall wrote: "... the great impact of Grand Teton National
Park is a single symphony, whose four movements are the mountains, the
lakes, the valley, and the river...." We thus wanted a close lock at the
mountains, and drove to the Jeany Lake where I saw clearly the lofty Grand
Teton. It looked so masterful and yet so friendly. I wished I could touch

the glaciers on those peaks and drink the melting ice.

After lunch, we drove again toward Jackson Lake. Five of us took a
hike to Swan Lake, where swans madé their home, and ducks swam between
lotus leaves. We wanted to reach Hermitage Point, but we did not have
another five hours for walking to and fro. Stepping on the mountain paths
and studying the wild flowers such as Indian Paintbrush, Lupine, Tansy
Aster, and a score of other species, we saw the Snake River winding
through Jackson Hole providing a perfect mirror for the jagged peaks of

Teton, the imposing monument of nature.

We left the Grand Teton behind us in the sunset and headed toward
Yellowstone National Park. I found this first National Park of the USA
a vast expanse of wilderness with forests, rivers, plains, mountains

and lakes, a favorite place of all creatures, an art work of the creator.



As our car moved on under the blushing skies, the diversified sceneries
appeared to us as a movie on an unlimited screen. The sky soon turned
darker, and the tremendous Yellowstone Lake became more graceful and
fascinating. Resting for a moment by the lough, the early moon on the sky
with her reflection on the placid lake enchanted all of us. We hoped for

more plaées like this in the other undeveloped land.

On the following day while on the way to see waterfalls and geysers,
we found several elks, moose and bulls feeding beyond the road in the dense

woods or along the ponds. They were lucky inhabitants of this kingdom.

The 308 feet lower Falls, from Artist Point, looked like a thousand
racing horses, vigorous and continuous, who then ran away gradually among
the volcanic rocks of canyon walls. These rocks were naturally grey or

pinkish, with brilliant yellow stains by mineral in seeping hot water.

We proceeded on our journey to the Mammoth Hot Springs, northwest of
the park. Following some wooden corridors, we walked to the ﬁop of a hill
which had not a single tree or plant. It seemed we were standing on the deck
of a ship and watching some huge rocks beyond us. These rocks were shaped by
hot springs rising through limestone rather than lava. They stood like bal-

conies and terraces of porcelain with a strong smell of sulfur.

The Yellowstone National Park contains places like immense volcanic
cauldrons which produce bubles of fire from deep inside the earth. As
bubbles move up through passages in the earth, they push water before them,

and make it leap cut of the ground in spurts which are called geysers.
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There are about 10,000 such thermal features in this park. They are either
roaring hillside vents or whistling holes from which no water emerges.

Some bubbling mud pots are caused when fumaroles emerge into subterranean
basin, sending acid ground-water up to melt rock into clay, like the
Fountain Paint Pot. The 01d Faithful, Queen of Geysers, the symbol of the

Yellowstone Park is a wonder, and it was our last stop of this tour.

A spectacular geysers shot up into the sky while we were parking our
car around 4:00 P.M. People believed another shooting should come again
in one hour. We therefore joined the enthusiastic audience sitting on the
bench around the "theatre" to witness 01ld Faithful 's showmanship. Occa-
sionally, a series of splashes shot at intervals for 10 or 20 or 30 feet
into the air. Sixty-five minutes had passed, the splashes did not show its
best. The uneasy audience however kept quiet and motionless and held their
cameras ready to record the great performance. The spurts Ehen came often
and higher every minutes; thousands of people gazed patiently at the 0ld
Faithful. Around seventy minutes after the last show, the spectacle of
this geyser began to play for about four minutes: A splash swelled iﬁto a
column of water that rose higher and higher becoming a great steaming
fountain into proximately two hundred feet and hurling nearly eight
thousand gallons of water into the air. It was colossal, and beautiful.
Its behavior had changed very little at least for a century, and was
never entirely predictable. It was really exciting to see 01d Faithful

shooting to the highest after such a long wait.

Compared with the history of the Grand Teton, the seven thousand

years of human civilization seems too short and our efforts to change this

world seem too little. I learned however from this pilgrimage: the faith
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and patience of the audience made the performance of the Old Faithful
so impressive. With faith and patience we should see the desert someday

become pasture, and the wasteland become the granary of the world.

-~ end --
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;:;-") THE MEAL HAS COME A LITTLE LATE Kuo Chang CHEN

It was the most unpleasant experience I ever had in mv life -- to have seen the meal,
had known what it was all about beforehand, T would not have even looked at it. Unfortunately,
happened to be on the %%ne there and, out of curiosity, saw everything. After that for a long
while, I Just could not get it out of my mind. Whenever T ate my meal, I thought about it. What
was agonizing me much had not been the meal itself, which was rich by any standard, but the way

it had been presented and refused.

In mid-January, 1944, I was gratuated from National University of Amov. The so-called War of
Resistance against Japanese Aggression had been going on for six years. People did not know when it
would end. They began to be more concerned with themselves than with the war even though about
half of the national territory had fallen to the apgressors. It made me sick to think of it. With
anti-Japanese feeling running high, I set out shortly after my gratuation for the wartime capital
Chungking, Szechuan which was about thirty five hundred miles away. Along the route, train and bus
schedules existed in name. All transportations were put under the control of the military. Since
it was the only route which had not cut off by the Japanese, it was therefore the most important -
road connecting SE China to the Chinese inlands and was.the most heavily trafficked tlran in the
country. For the same reason, the roule Vecame the rain terpet of JTarenese atr attacks and, as a

Tesult, the passengers were forced to travel on foof from time to time along the route.
the end of
1 Yeached Kueilin, capital city of Kwanpsi, atAthe month after I had gone through all kinds of
beautiful
hardships on the route. My first impression about the city was its unequalledknatural scenery and

its pacific atmosphere. It was a real Shangri-la as depicted by James Hilton in his LOST HORIZON.
My second impression, the important one, was that the local people in general were not concerned

with war They Vere concerned with their own survival under the pressure of spiraling commodity

orices.

One day when I was walking down the street in Fueilin, T unexpectedly
saw a crowd of people approaching in my direction. In front of the people
there was squad of soldiers, two of them holdine a woman death convict by
her arms on hoth sides. Thev were parading her down the streets for warning
would-be offenders. GShe, with hands tied behind her back, was extremely calm,
but she was so weak that she was actually drapped alonr. They were showing
her to the public before bringing her to the execution ground. I followed them
instinctively and overheard that she had been condemned for robbing an old wo-
man of her money and food, When they arrived at the ground, the prisoner was
ordered to kneel before a tahle, hehind it sat a‘fudge. The Jjudpe told her it
was her last day to live and asked if she had anything to say. She said nothing,.
Then the judfe indicated that she could eat her last meal so that she would not
go hungry after death., The meal was arranged on a 1owAsmall tahle beside her.
It was really a sumptuous meal because it consisted of a whole roast duck, stew
chicken, fried fish, pork, a plate of steamed dumplings, and a bottle of wine.
She never even looked at it, but I was close enougsh to hear her whiningly say,
"The meal has ccme a little slate' then almost an after thought, "The prices are
so high, it's better to die". —_
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