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ALL YOU WANT TO KNDW BUT ARE AFRAID OF ASKING ABOUT MY RETIREMENT
proffered by Mid Quyang

(1)

When? Beginning of the year of Rabbit.

How come? you don’t look one day past 18! Your judgement of age is
perfect. This mask was made 48 years ago. Anyway, there is nothing
like doing things early. Ever had Bei jing (Peking) Duck before it is
even hatched? Believe you me, there was never anything like it, there
never has been and there never will be.

What is it like? I cannot say, never having asked it this question
myself. Never having had the chance to meet an un-hatched duck.

I mean what is your retired life like? I cannot say. Again I never
asked it this question myself.

Come, come, my dear fellow, you used to be known to have some power
of observationj at least that was said ONCE by some body, who asked
not to be identified. Well, if you would not reveal my identity, I
do not mind telling you, of course off the record and strictly
confidentially, what I have felt it was like.

OK, I will not reveal your identity and will respect your
confidentiality. Shoot. You promise, you solemnly promise?

Certainly, I promise as solemnly as Presidents do. OK, no one can
expect you to behave better than Presidents do. I can tell you, life
after retirement is...so..so..different from that before retirement!
To start with, you have no idea how much more time I now have for
dreaming and naturally I am not a man not to use my time fully and
effectively.

Sorry, you dazzled me a little; are you still capable of talking
coherently? Any one mentioned Alzhei...? Go on, 1 know in time the
spelling will come to you. But, no matter, I will explain in simple
English. I used to get up at & am. Now I can continue to dream after
6 am until 10.

PM? Oh, you do have beautiful ideas. I am proud to have you among
my friends. You would not mind if I should try this idea of yours as
soon as I can, would you? You must admit, you, rather 1, can pack a
lot of dreams in those mere 4 hours.

Tell me about your dreams. You surprise me, you forgot already?

Forgot what? There are two alumni in my household. By chance she may
just read this.

Oh, vyes, how is she? Being a Grandmother, particularly for the
second time, really brings out the best in her; the devotion, the
tirelessness, the joy of life,...you name it. She could spend 235
hours a day on the grand children.

Are you not feeling jealous, not a teeny weeny bit? 1?7 1 have no
time to feel that.
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( &) BEvOND THE BLUE RIDGE

- A Story of the Art Farm -
By Hsin-Jjen

The Art Farm is a place for art exhibition, a place for art
appreciation, and a place for recreation

When the spring flowers
Cover the green ground

The summer trees

Form the comfortable shade
The flaming maple leaves
Glisten in the setting sun
And the cheerful snow flakes
Dance in the wind.

It was known as a farm that raises artists.

[-Hsiung and Chow-Soon Chuang Ju, immigrants from China to the
Philippines and then to U.S.A., settled down in the historical Lexington,
Virginia in 1969. Lexington is ‘called the home of Robert E. Lee and
Stonewall Jackson in Virginia's beautiful Shenandoah Valley. Washington
and Lee University and Virginia Military Institute are located here, and
they are just next to each other. One is proud of its southern gentlemen
and the other its greatest soldiers.

The Jus have been living in this, sometimes exclusive, historical
area for 17 years, and they quietly founded the Art Farm to promote
Chinese culture in this holy land of southern states.

[-Hsjung was born on southern bank of Yangtze River, China, 1923.
He was a teen guerilla of his hometown fighting against those invasive
soldiers from Japan in the World War II, and then he was accepted by the
National University of Amoy, the best existent university under the mantle
of war in those desperate days. He met his wife Chow-Soon Chuang in this
university where she graduated from the Department of Law and he from the
Department of Chinese Literature. They went to Manila, Philippines
to teach at three overseas Chinese Schools and worked for three Chinese
news papers post World War Il. They married and raised four daughters and
pursued their graduate studies at the University of Sto.Tomas in Manila.
I-Hsiung taught art at University of Sto. Thomas and the University of
the East until they left Manila in the summer of 1968.

The new Immigrantion Law passed by the Congress on October 3, 1865,
permitted I-Hsiung, an outstanding artist, to come to the States as a
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preferred immigrant. His first job offered by a joint program of the
University of Connecticut, the University of New Hampshire, the University
of Maine and the University of Vermont, conducted by the President of the
University of Connecticut. He gave lecture-demonstration of Chinese art
on campus of various universities while his family stayed at Storrs,
Connecticut from September 1968 to June 1969.

Or. Marion Junkin, Chairman of Fine Arts Department of Washington and
Lee University discovered Prof. Ju through some publication of University
Center from Richmond, VA, and called him and invited him to teach at his
department the following academic year.

Prof. Ju is the first oriental person joining the faculty of Washington
and Lee University and has tenure. He has devoted himself to teaching art:
water color, oil painting, graphic, especially Chinese brush painting in
traditional and abstract styles. He stood still in the turmoil of campus
during the 70's without changing his hair cut or wearing a pair of blue

F e P N .

Some professors sent their students who were considered "can't read
and can't write" or hated reading and writing to Prof. Ju's classes.
Prof. Ju didn't care for this kind of situation whether it was an honor or
a humiliation, but worked enthusiastically with these young men who were
Tonging for some "miracles." He therefore nearly taught more philosophy than
art; he was surrounded by young men and their girls who him and
urged him doing something for them outside classroom.

Chow-Soon, most people called her Mrs. Ju, helped her husband and his
students to hunt some house for doing art works whenever they wanted to.
The Jus finally signed an agreement and owned this 7.6 acres of farmland
with one mansion, one buildingeonce was a school house ,and one spring house
on it, and named it the Art Farm in 1975.

The Art Farm is located just off Va. 39, near 1-64 and I-81 in
Rockbridge County. These buildings encompassed with hundred-year-old maples
and thousands of newly planted pines.

[t is believed the Art Farm originally was part of a tract of 1,587
acres owned by A. W. Cameron until his death in 1857. By 1914, the old
mansion was gone. This new mansion was built in the early 1930s by prominent
farmer I. R. Alpine. He used the help of local workers who needed jobs,
and the craftsmanship of these workers proved to be excellent.

Large windows and high ceilings produced a spacious effect in this
new mansion, and the walls filled with the Jus' painting scrolls with
complementary feeling.
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The old school house originally may have been a dependency for the
destroyed mansion, and now it has been modified to contain the gallery.
This gallery presents art exhibitions of various artists' works frequently.

The initiation of Art Farm was related to the popular Chinese fable ~
on the 01d Fool who wanted to move a mountain in front of his house. How
could an old man and his family dig a spadeful and a spadeful of soil from
a mountain in hope of making a path? It is a vision or a dream, and it
has been not easy to carry out any dream, especially when the Jus used only
their limited income and a handful of young men who had golden hair and blye
eyes but not the 01d Fool's persistence. In the last ten year, David,
Steve, Phillip and John and many others have come to work at the Art Farm
and have gone, but these windows they repaired, these roofs they painted and
these gardens they built remain here, and these buildings look much better
today. Surely, these young men should remember how the Jus cheered them up
with hot tea and stories in those frozen days when the old school house had
no heat yet, and how the Jus entertained them with ice tea and Chinese meals
on the wide open porch in some of those steaming summer nights.

Now , the Art Farm offer workshops to more people besides students of
Washington and Lee University. Some retired officials of government, some
very happy grandmothers, college professors, public school teachers and
those who are teaching their town people Chinese brush painting, and of
course many young people, come from different cities staying in the Art
Farm for days or for weeks. They study intensively on Chinese painting,
calligraphy, cooking and flower arranging.

These students learn how to use inkstick, inkstone, rice paper and brush,
the so called four treasures of a Chinese scholar, and make beautiful painting
and calligraphy. They listen to the ink singing as well as see the brush
dancing. They cook Chinese dishes and enjoy a meal with chopsticks and talk
to each other across the round table. It jis a family enterprise from the
American viewpoint; it is however a path to the great society of human being.

The Jus' inspiration came from the ancient Shu Yuan (Academy) of Sung
and Ming Dynasties: students came from distance to live with masters,
the scholars in residence; they studied and worked together. The learning
and teaching were not only in classroom; no degree offered; no examination
held and yet the impact from each other was great.

Beyond the Blue Ridge and in the Valley of Shenandoah, people come
to visit Lee Chapel, Jackson House and also a corner of “China" through
the Art Farm.
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and the craftsmanship of these worker proved to excellent.
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The new mansion was built in early 1930s
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A MEANINGFUL AND JOYFUL GATHERING

On the 27th of September last year, my wife (AH4%) ana 1 (3A#)
enjoyed one of the happiest occasions ever since our migration to the States
eleven years ago. It was the wedding of our youngest son Whiting (#$#2) ang
Nora ({;giﬂmo, which took place at the Riverside Church in New York City. The
wedding was & gathering of about L0O guests. Alumni living in the near-by
areas who attended the ceremony included Chen Jen Sing ﬂﬁkii) Chen Wen Yean
(é 3), Chuang T (W), ouyang Mid (#e¥%3%) , Tan Chee Teck (@ié‘), Tao Shu
Jen (HBIL), Tseng Ching Yuen @A) (s.M, Chenf#Z%/ and Yau Da it # excused .
owing to previous engagements) and their families. At the ceremony , Mrs. Ten,
Deanna Yeo (f&*ﬁﬁ) solced with dignity and joy as well as Jen Sing's,eldest
son, Daniel (ﬁ??)lit the candles and her youngest son, David (}&ﬁ‘ﬁ}#) escort-
ed my wife in the procession. (Wen Yean's pretty daughter almost being invit-
ed as flower-girl or bridesmaid, only due to her age and height being too much
for the former ard less, the latter) All these enhanced tremendously our re-
Joicings’at the:ceremony and receéption afterwards,

During the reception, I was asked to make a short speech (in English
only, because the Chinese version had to be left out unexpectedly due to time
constraint, not 'linguistic discriminat 'a'). I thanked oux guests, wished
Aln marTre cra e Lot mmme s 3 menmamrrmn . mam kA PAavm o0 mwAe mavie Pamd v Ra-

Loel85 LU 4l w80 L a&ad JUST 54%U seoUl s pio. s N,
friend of ours asked me seriously, with a cup of champagne nis hand and
soft drink in mine, how my wife and I have been able to get alcong with our
feﬁgy'life for these 37 long years --- never quarreled, argued, annoyed, com-
plained and grumbled? Were there any contradictions, bad-temper, ill-feelings
and cold wars? I edmitted definitely there were. Those irritating situations
did arise one time or the other. ZEspecially when we were driving, the moment
when most disagreements apt to occur. I added, however that we forgot all
what had just hapvened as soon as we stepped out of the car. We were then as
happy as ever. .My friend nodded consent to my further explanation that any
misunderstarding and disagreement would diminish and disappear only if the
couple would respect and be thoughtful to each other. In other words, to be
courteous and considerate in daily life, to be conscientious and cooperative
in doing work and performing duties are important in a family. These four C's
are the essential elements for a prosperous family and successful career. My
friend raised his cup and I raised mine toasting to each other.

Dear Alumni, for your guidance and comments, please.

Wu Hou I
April 30, 1987
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Three Scores and Five Years

The Changes of the School
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Xiamen University was founded in 1921 by Mr.
Tan Kah Kee, a patriotic overseas Chinese. Its first
president was Prof. Deng Cuiying, who was soon
replaced by Dr. Lin Wenqing. When it was founded,
the University comprised two parts: the teachers’
section (including liberal arts and science) and the
commerce section. Later the University opened succes-
sively engineering, journalism. and law and pharmacy
departments and disciplines. In 1936 the colleges and
departments were reorganized into three colleges.
namely, arts and letters, science, and law and com-
merce, and into nine departments.

In 1937 when the War of Resistance Against Japan
broke out, Xiamen University became a national
university with Dr. Sa Bendong, a famous'physicist.
as its president. Because of the war, the University
removed to Changting, a county in the west of Fujian.
Under these adverse conditions, teachers and students,
developing the good school spirt of hard work and
plain living, overcame a lot of difficulties, thus making
steady improvement in the quality of teaching and
learning and becoming one of the advanced institutes
of higher learning in Southeast China.

In 1945, Dr. Wang Deyao, a well-known cell bio-
logist, succeeded to the presidency. After the war,
when the University moved back to Xiamen, it immedi-
ately set about constructing new buildings, enlisting
able men, and establishing new departments such as
the Oceanography Department. the Aeronautical
Engineering Department, the International Trade
Department, and the Judicial Discipline in the Law
Department. After the founding of New China in
October, 1949, the Government Administration
Council of the Central People’s Government appointed
the famous economist Wang Yanan president of the
University in 1950. During the college and department
adjustment in 1952, Xiamen University was defined
as a university comprehensive in character, retaining
the departments of liberal arts. science. finance and
cconomics. In 1962 Xiamen University was ranked
as a key university of the country. By 1966, it was
offering courses in seventeen disciplines affiliated
to eight departments, with more than 3.000 students
and over 1,500 faculty, administrators. and workers.

Mr. Zeng Ming who had been engaged in higher
education for years was appointed President of the
University in 1978, Hence, the University underwent
adjustment and consolidation, restoring teaching to
normal and embarked again on the road to steady
development.

In 1982 Prof. Tian Zhaowu. a famous electro-
chemistry specialist and member of the Chinese Aca-
demy of Sciences, was appointed the University's
president by the State Council. With a view to suiting
the needs of national construction and of the open
policy, the University, while holding fast to the educa-
tional policy of opening to modernization, to the
world and the future, has set out to strengthen the
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development of the existing major branches ot learn-

m ﬁ ing. to retorm old disciplines and establish new ones.
and to build up frontier and emergent sciences. At

= _ e g present, the University is composed of fittv-one dis-
AJ quff iy R }Tj( ciplines belonging to twenty-three departments tor
. _ sections). and twenty-five scientific research institutes.
Jl‘fﬁgﬁj\ﬂ}}f*ﬁ#é oy ﬁ{fé)’[?ﬁo [t now has 8.000 students or so engaged in various

fields of study with more than 3,000 tfaculty, ad-

H“ﬁ%i%‘{‘a, ﬂi}“‘zmﬁﬁ‘ki‘éo ministrators and workers. The departments or sections

and their sizes have undergone remarkable expansion

and a new situation leading to reform and the opening
VIR, IRWIMERER .

up of cultural exchanges is now already in sight.
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The late Mr. Tan Kah Kee
inspecting construction site of the school
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A Solid Foundation
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A Bright Prospect

Xiamen University is an institution with a long
history and a solid foundation. It has now 290 pro-
fessors and associate professors, eleven senior lecturers,
810 lectures, and 300 full-time scientific research
personnel. There are ten branches of learning or dis-
ciplines that offer doctoral programs. these are: Chinuvse
Ancient History., Ancient History tof Special Topics).
Accounting, Finance, History of Relations between
China and Foreign Countries, Physical Chemistry.
Botany, Zoology, Marine Chemistry. and Muarine
Biology. And there are thirty-four branches of learning
or disciplines which offer master’s programs.

The University occupies an area ot 100 hectares,
with buildings covering a floor space vi vver 300.000
square metres, The campus is divided into vanous
quarters, those for administrative, for teaching and
scientific rtesearch, for recreation and culture. and
for residence.

The school library possesses | 430000 volumes
and more than $.000 kinds of magazines and news-
papers, both Chinese and foreign. The facilities used
for teaching and-or research are being constantly im-
proved, and sophiscated scientific instruments and
apparatus are increasing year by yedrs. On campus
there are an experimental research centre, a computer
centre, a testing and measuring centre. an audio-video
teaching centre and over eighty laboratories. Attached
to the University are a precision instrument tfactory,
a chemical engineering plant, an electronics factory.
a printing house, a tarm, and a hospital Recently
the school has just seen the completion of the buildings
for post-graduates, foreign students and experts. In
addition. there is a large auditorium. Jiannan Great
Hall, with a seating capacity of 3.000. a big atheltic
field of 100.000 square metres and a seaside swimming
pool.

Being open to the sea and to Southeast Asia,
being closely tied with overseas Chinese. being tavoura-
bly located in the special economic zone and with its
alumni everywhere, at home and abroad, Xiamen
University enjoys desirable conditions and exceptional
advantages in the import of advanced science and
technology. and the promotion of cultural exchanges
with foreign countries.

Under the guidance of the open policy and the
direction laid down by the Party Central Commuttee
to carry out the reform of educational system. the
University leaders. making use of all available condi-
tions. are working out meticulously and with foresight
an over-all program which they will put into practice
step by step. This will turn the University into an
important base for cultural, scientific and technical
exchanges with foreign countries, and a window for
the import of information and administration of
higher learning.
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The Alumni are Everywhere and are

Concerned About Their Alma Mater
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Wu Liangping lecturing at the University

Since the establishment of the Univeristy, ~sixtv-
five years have elasped and more than 20,000 graduates
and 420 postgraduates have been educated. The
alumni are everywhere at home and abroad. muking
contributions to the development of science and pro-
gress of society. Among them, quite a few have become
specialists and scholars, well-known at home and abroad.
such as Prof. Lu Jiaxi. the present president of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Wu Liungping (Wu
Liping). an adviser to the Party School of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party. the trans-
lator of ‘‘Anti-Duhring”’. a noted theoreticiun of
Varxism. Xu Dixin, an advisor to the Chinese Avadems

‘he Social Sciences, a wel - nown economist, Prot

Vida tho wroagidant ~f 1 Can Sversity 3 sSeImi-
the honorary President ot > i ot
Deng Conghao. the president of Shantony Lonnversity,
a physical chemist, Zeng Chengkui. a research fellow
and the director of the Qingdao Oceanorraphy Re-
search Institute attached to the Chinese Academy ot
Sciences. Dr. Li Jingyun, an American medical screntist
and the dean of the Anatomy Departmentof Oklihoma
State University., Dr. Wu Baixiong. the director of
the Computer Center of Birmingham University. Mr
Wee Mon Cheng. a former Singapore ambassador to
Japan, Mr. Wu Xianwen. the late well-known Zoologist.,
Prof. Fang Zongxi, a geneticist. Dr. S.Y. Koo, an
American ichthyologist, Prof. Chen Yusong. an hono-
rary professor of Singapore University and others.
All of them were early graduates of Xiamen University.
who met with success in their studies. During the
thirty six years after the founding of the People’s
Republic of China, the University has also cultivated

Wik dh B A4S Xu Dixin lecturing at the University
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Zeng Chengkui lecturing at the University
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32 number of speucialists who cut a fine figure in the
circles of education, culture, science and technoiogy
and 1n the state orgamzations. such as Mr. Chen Jing-
run, a research fellow of the Mathematics Institute,
a member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and
Mr. Liu Zaifu, the director of the Literature Institute
of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. They have
become academic pillars in their fields.

Now, in the United States. Britain. France, Japan,
Canada, Singapore, Thailand, Australia. Malavsia,
Hongkong and Shanghai, Wuhan, Kuangzhou, Fuzhou,
Taiwan as well, the Associations ot Alumni or the
organizations for linking the alumni have been set up.
In our university, the General Association of Alumni
has been established. Although the alumni are different
from one another in occupation, yet they show the
same concern for their Alma Mater. At the anniversary
of the founding of our university, the alumni got
together at the university, demonstrating their affec-
tions for one another. communicating information,
helping one another and developing friendship. Their
love for the Alma Mater, their respect for their occupa-
tions and their enthusiasm for making friends with
people are praised by the teachers and students in the
University. Since the last anniversary the alumni have
been thinking constantly of coming back to their
native place. The teachers have been bringing up
the talented persons, in order to make contributions
to their motherland and generation after generation,
the outstanding graduates have come out owing to
the earnestness of their teachers. On the sixtieth
anniversary of the founding of the University, the
former fellow students gathered together on Xiamen
Island. They remembered studying for the discovery
of the truth, in the bygone days, the making of triends
with one another during the course of study, in the
past. Now they had attained achievements in their
studies, they were lingering in the midst of the tlowers
and trees in the University. The alumni came back to
their hometown; they took a walk on the campus,
talking, laughing and singing; they visited their teachers
and friends, conversing confidentially, they gave
lectures to impart new knowledge: they have their
photographs taken together before the Jian Nan
auditorium.

The sixty-five years history of Xiamen U niversity
is the history of the common effort of all the alumni.
The graduates in the past were excellent but the future
graduates will be even more brilliant,

WAR (L) A ERm TR
Xie Xide (left) talking with the leaders of the University cordially
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